Successful double bridge to transplantation with the Thoratec ventricular assist device.
A 34-year-old woman was successfully bridged to heart transplantation after 5 days of biventricular support on the Thoratec system. Acute graft failure necessitated immediate replacement of biventricular support, which continued for 12 days until successful retransplantation occurred. Uneventful recovery led to discharge from the hospital on postoperative day 18.